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Bio: 
Dr. Richardson’s primary appointment focuses on research 
and extension related to aquatic plant management. Rob has 
many years of experience in aquatic plant management and 
advises aquatic managers across the US as well as 
internationally. He is a Past President of the Aquatic Plant 
Management Society and Past Editor of the Journal of Aquatic 
Plant Management. He currently serves as a Board of Directors Member for the Weed 
Science Society of America and serves as a subject matter expert to US EPA on aquatic 
plant management.   
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Bio: 
Dr. Hartis is the lead scientist for Duke Energy Corporation's 
Aquatic Plant Management Program, located in Charlotte, 
NC. He earned his BS in Fisheries Science at East Carolina 
University and his MS and PhD in Fisheries, Wildlife, and 
Conservation Biology from North Carolina State University.   
After completing his PhD, Brett worked as an extension associate with NCSU's 
Department of Crop Science, focusing on aquatic plant management issues.  Following 
work with NCSU, Brett accepted a position with the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) as 
manager of the multi-state public utilities' Aquatic Plant Management Program, where he 
worked for 4 years prior to joining Duke Energy.  His current work responsibilities include 
addressing threats posed by invasive plants to Duke Energy's 44 reservoirs as well as 
various generation project water bodies. He has served in various roles on the MSAPMS, 
SCAPMS, and APMS board of directors and currently serves as President of MSAPMS 
and vice president of APMS. 
 

 


